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11:00 AM Worship for Sunday, February 2, 2025 

Eucharistic Prayer A      The Holy Eucharist Rite II 
The Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple 

ENTRANCE HYMN: (LEVAS 1) Lift Every Voice and Sing 
All stand. 
Verse 1:  Lift ev’ry voice and sing, 

     Till earth and heaven ring, 

                Ring with the harmonies of liberty; 

     Let our rejoicing rise 

     High as the list’ning skies, 

     Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

     Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 

     Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

     Facing the rising sun 

     Of our new day begun, 

     Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

Verse 2:  Stony the road we trod, 

     Bitter the chast’ning rod, 

       Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

       Yet with a steady beat, 

     Have not our weary feet 

       Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

     We have come over away that with tears has been watered; 

     We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered; 

     Out from the gloomy past, 

     Till now we stand at last 

     Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

  

Verse 3:  God of our weary years, 

     God of our silent tears, 

    Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

     Thou who hast by thy might, 

        Led us into the light, 

                Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

                Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 

     Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee, 

          Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 

May we forever stand, 

     True to our God, true to our native land. 
James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938) This selection is in the public domain 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION          BCP p. 355 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY          BCP p. 355 
Let us pray in unison  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GLORIA: (A3 #113) Majesty                   
The following is sung, all standing 

 

Verse: Majesty, worship his majesty, 

Unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise. 

Majesty, kingdom authority flow from his throne unto his own; 

His anthem raise. 

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus, 

Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus the king. 

Majesty, worship his majesty; 

Jesus who died, now glorified, king of all kings. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY                 BCP p. 357 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this day presented 

in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

                                                           THE LESSONS 

FIRST READING:                     Malachi 3:1-4 
The people sit. 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 

coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 

he appears?  

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 

he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings 

to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD 

as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Silence may follow 

 

PSALM:                                   Psalm 84 
Remain seated.  
1How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 

  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 

  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

 2The sparrow has found her a house 

 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young, * 

  by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

  my King and my God. 

 3Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

  They will always be praising you. 

 4Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

 5Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 

  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

 6They will climb from height to height, * 

  and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

 7LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 

  hearken, O God of Jacob. 

 8Behold our defender, O God; * 

  and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

 9For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 

  and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 

  than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 10For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 

  he will give grace and glory; 

 11No good thing will the LORD withhold * 

  from those who walk with integrity. 

 12O LORD of hosts, * 

  happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 

SECOND READING:                      Hebrews 2:14-18 
Remain seated. 
14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise shared the same things, 

so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and 

free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not 

come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers 

and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 

God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself was tested by 

what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 
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GOSPEL HYMN: (A3 #218) Veni Sancte Spiritus 
The following is sung, all standing  

Congregation chants: 

 

People: Veni, Sancte Spiritus 

 

GOSPEL:                       Luke 2:22-40 
All stand 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought 

[Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every 

firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to 

what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 

looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed 

to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided 

by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 

him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

  according to your word; 

 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

  and for glory to your people Israel.” 

  33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many 

in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—

and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

  36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 

age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of 

eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At 

that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking 

for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 

their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of 

God was upon him. 

 

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

THE SERMON:                            The Rev. Annie Mertz 
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THE CREED                      BCP p. 358 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 

the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 

worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic 

and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       
All remain standing. 

CONFESSION OF SIN          BCP p. 360 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor 

Silence may be kept.  

 

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

THE PEACE                    BCP p. 360 

All stand. 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, AND TRANSITIONS 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin 

anew. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 

goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION  

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE           BCP p. 376 

 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN: Refiner’s Fire 

The following is sung 

Verse 1:  Purify my heart 

Let me be as gold 

And precious silver 

Purify my heart 

Let me be as gold 

Pure gold 

Chorus: Refiner’s fire 

My heart’s one desire 

Is to be holy 

Set apart for You Lord 

I choose to be holy 

Set apart for You my Master 

Ready to do Your will 

Verse 2: Purify my heart 

Cleanse me from within 

And make me holy 

Purify my heart 

Cleanse me from my sin 

Deep within 

Brian Doerksen © 1990 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music) Vineyard Songs Canada(Admin. by Integrity Music) For 

use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI Song # 426298 CCLI License # 2426521 
 

 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:         EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
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SURSUM CORDA:           BCP p. 361 
The People remain standing. 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE                           BCP p. 370 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth… 

…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS:  
Celebrant and People 

 

Chorus: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

BCP p. 370 
The Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 

sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 

Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 

Father of all… 

…After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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BCP p. 370 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts… 

…All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                  BCP p. 363 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

A period of silence is kept 

FRACTION ANTHEM: 
Celebrant and People (Spoken) 
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

INVITATION  
The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

COMMUNION 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. The 

Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN: (A3 #18) Bind Us Together 
The following is sung 

 
Chorus: Bind us together Lord,  

   bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together Lord, bind us together  

Lord, bind us together with love. 

 

Verse 1:  There is only one God. There is only one king. 

There is only one body that is why we sing. 

 

Verse 2: We are the family of God. We are the promise divine. 

We are the chosen design. We are the glorious new wine. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: (A3 #146) Softly & Tenderly 
The following is sung 

 
Verse 1: Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

              Calling for you and for me; 

See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 

Watching for you and for me. 

 

Refrain: Come home, come home. 

Ye who are weary, come home! 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

Calling, O sinner, come home!  (Refrain) 

 

Verse 2: Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

Pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

Mercies for you and for me?  (Refrain) 

 

Verse 3: Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing, 

Passing for you and for me. 

Shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming, 

Coming, coming for you and for me. 

 

Verse 4: Oh! For the wonderful love he has promised, 

Promised for you and for me; 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

Pardon for you and for me.  (Refrain) 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 

and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 

serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

BLESSING           BCP p. 366 
The Celebrant blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 

you for ever. Amen.      
 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: This Little Light 
The following is sung, all standing  

 

Chorus: This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let is shine, let is shine, let it shine. 

  

Hide it under a bushel? No!. . .All around the room. . .Up and down the 

street. . .Everyone I meet. . . 

 

DISMISSAL 
The Deacon or Celebrant will dismiss the people 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People: Thanks be to God.  
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