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8:45 AM Worship for Sunday, December 8, 2024 

Eucharistic Prayer C       The Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Second Sunday of Advent 

ENTRANCE HYMN: (H 68) Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers 

All stand. 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION        BCP p. 355 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People:  You come to your people and set them free. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY         BCP p. 355 
Let us pray in unison  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

TRISAGION: (S 102) Kyrie Eleison 
The following is sung, all standing 

 

 
 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY       BCP p. 357 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 

prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our 

sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE LESSONS 
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FIRST READING:                     Baruch 5:1-9 

The people sit. 

1Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on forever the 

beauty of the glory from God.  2Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from 

God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting;  3for God will show 

your splendor everywhere under heaven.  4For God will give you evermore the name, 

“Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.”  5Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look 

toward the east, and see your children gathered from west and east at the word of the 

Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them.  6For they went out from you on 

foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, 

as on a royal throne.  7For God has ordered that every high mountain and the 

everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that 

Israel may walk safely in the glory of God.  8The woods and every fragrant tree have 

shaded Israel at God’s command.  9For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his 

glory, with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Silence may follow 
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PSALM:           Canticle 16: The Song of Zechariah 
Remain seated. To be read in unison. 

  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

  he has come to his people and set them free. 

 He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

  born of the house of his servant David. 

 Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

 that he would save us from our enemies, * 

  from the hands of all who hate us. 

 He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

  and to remember his holy covenant. 

 This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

  to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

 Free to worship him without fear, * 

  holy and righteous in his sight 

  all the days of our life. 

 You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

  for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

 To give his people knowledge of salvation * 

  by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 In the tender compassion of our God * 

  the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 

  and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

SECOND READING:             Philippians 1:3-11 
Remain seated. 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one 

of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 

until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 

bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way 

about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace 

with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and 

full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may 

be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Silence may follow. 

GOSPEL HYMN: (H 56) Prepare the Way, O Zion 
The following is sung, all standing  
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GOSPEL:                   Luke 3:1-6 

All stand 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 

the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight.  5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 

shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 

smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

POST-GOSPEL HYMN: (H 56) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  
The following is sung, all standing  
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THE SERMON:                         The Rev. Annie Mertz 

THE CREED                   BCP p. 358 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 

God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all 

things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 

and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 

worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one 

holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       
All remain standing. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN        BCP p. 360 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God. 

Silence may be kept. Celebrant and People 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will 

in our lives.  We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the 

world you have created.  We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have 

done, and the evil done on our behalf.  Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only 

your will. Amen. 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 
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THE PEACE                  BCP p. 360 
All stand. 

Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, AND TRANSITIONS 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as 

they begin anew. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen 

their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.   

 THE HOLY COMMUNION  

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE    BCP p. 376 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: (H 70) Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment 

The following is sung 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:    EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C 

 

 

SURSUM CORDA:         BCP p. 361 
The People remain standing. 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE                        BCP p. 370 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 

suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against 

you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 

your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 

woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 

and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS: (S 124) Holy, Holy, Holy 
Celebrant and People 

 

 

 

 

BCP p. 370 
The Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 

the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord... 

…After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

 

BCP p. 370 
The Celebrant continues 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. 

Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 

strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion 

make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his 

name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
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Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 

from generation to generation. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER               BCP p. 363 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD         

FRACTION ANTHEM:  (S 154) Christ Our Passover  
Celebrant and People 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION  
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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COMMUNION 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to 

the people. The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: (H 439) What Wondrous Love is This 
The following is sung 

 

 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMN: (WLP 825) Bless the Lord My Soul 
The following is sung 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 

us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 

heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

BLESSING           BCP p. 366 
The Celebrant blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 

and remain with you for ever. Amen.      
 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: (H 566) From thee All Skill and Science 

Flow 
The following is sung, all standing  
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DISMISSAL 
The Deacon or Celebrant will dismiss the people 

 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People: Thanks be to God.  
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Thank You For Your Pledges! 
We are grateful to everyone for your generous 

annual pledges, which play a vital role in 

supporting the mission and ministries of St. 

Paul's. 

There's still time to turn in your 2025 pledge! 

Blank cards are available in the back of the 

church. 

 

 

Let's Welcome Back the Healing Prayer Ministry!  
Healing prayer is offered at each service during communion to 

individuals who wish to have personalized, one-on-one prayer 

with a healing prayer minister. A healing prayer minister listens 

carefully and empathetically and prays with individuals about 

their specific concerns. Healing prayer ministers serve once a 

month at their preferred service. If you would like to be a part of 

this rewarding ministry, please contact me by email 

at deacon@stpaulsbenicia.org. I will be happy to meet with you 

individually to discuss how to pray with others and to practice this important skill. 

 

Coffee Hosts Needed  
We still need volunteers to sign up to be Coffee Hour hosts in 

December. Please remember that beginning There is a sign-up 

sheet to the left of the coffee pots under the Cross Wall in the Parish 

Hall. If you have any questions about what's required, there is an 

awesome reference guide in the binder next to the sign-up sheet or 

feel free to reach out to our Coffee Hour coordinators Barry & Sally 

Cunningham at bcunningsb@gmail.com.  

Sign up with a friend and kick off your Sunday with caffeine and fellowship. 

 

mailto:deacon@stpaulsbenicia.org
mailto:bcunningsb@gmail.com
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Longest Night (or "Blue Christmas") 
Friday, December 20 

7:00 PM 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 120 West J. Street 

Not everyone is up and cheery for the Christmas holidays. Dealing 

with the death of a loved one, facing life after divorce or 

separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer or 

some other dis-ease that puts a question mark over the future, and 

a number of other human situations make parties and joviality 

painful for many people in our congregations and communities. All are welcome at this 

quiet gathering of prayer, music, and contemplation that makes room for all our 

sorrows in the midst of this busy season.  

Prayer Shawls Needed: 
ATTENTION St. Paul's Knitters and Crocheters.  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is in need of shawls. The knitters and 

crocheters of St. Paul's have always been responsive and have 

created dozens of shawls, but our supply is low, and the need is 

always there. If you are interested in joining us, please let me know. 

This Ministry requires no meeting or deadlines for finishing what 

you choose to knit or crochet. For patterns, instructions and more 

information please feel free to contact me at jeanneabrown@gmail.com. 

 

Morning Prayer Weekdays at 9 a.m. in Church and on 

Zoom  

Join Zoom meeting (Link in Weekly Announcements online) 
Meeting ID: 890 6264 3237  

Passcode: 355908  

One tap mobile +16699009128,,89062643237#,,,,*355908# US (San Jose)  

Dial by your location +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)  

Meeting ID: 890 6264 3237  

Passcode: 355908 
The deadline for submitting announcements is Wednesday at noon.  

Please e-mail information to: admin@stpaulsbenicia.org   
Office phone: (707) 745-0307  

 

NOTICE OF FILMING AND PHOTOGRAPHY 

When you enter a St. Paul’s Episcopal Church service or event, you enter an area where photography, audio, live streaming, and video 

recording may occur. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jeanneabrown@gmail.com
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