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11:00 AM Worship for Sunday, December 22, 2024 

Eucharistic Prayer C       The Holy Eucharist Rite II 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Welcome to this years’ pageant! If you are visiting and have children, they are welcome to 

participate. An usher will direct you to the parish hall for costuming. Please follow along the service 

as printed in the bulletin. We generally stand for singing and sit for the remainder of the service. 

Photos can be taken throughout the service, though an excellent photo-op will be 

afforded at the conclusion of the pageant. 

 
PRELUDE: A Children’s Mini-Christmas Concert 

Silent Night, Carol of the Bells - Mary Katherine 
Deck the Halls - AJ 

Angels We Have Heard On High – Jonah 

 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION          BCP p. 355 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People:  You come to your people and set them free. 

 

 

KYRIE: Mass of Advent 
The following is sung, all standing 

 

Chorus: Kyrie, eleison. Lord, have mercy. 
   Christe, eleison. Christ, have mercy. 

   Kyrie, eleison. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY        BCP p. 357 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 

coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE PAGEANT 

 
READING:                        Luke 2:1-5 

The people sit. 

 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to 

their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child.  

 

CAROL: O Little Town of Bethlehem (v. 1) 
To be sung.   
 

Verse: O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light, 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight 

 

READING:             Luke 2:6-7 
Remain seated.  

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place in the guest room.  

 

 

CAROL: What Child is This? 
To be sung.  
 

Verse 1: What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 

 

Chorus: This, this is Christ the King, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary. 

 

Verse 2: Why lies he in such mean estate 

where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here 

the silent word is pleading. (Chorus) 
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READING:                  Luke 2:8-12 
Please be seated.  
Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 

in a manger.” 

 

CAROL: Away in a Manger 
To be sung. 

Verse 1: Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

Verse 2: The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

Verse 3: Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

Close by me forever, and love me I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
 

READING:                  Luke 2:13-14 

To be seated. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
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CAROL: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
The following is sung, all standing  
 
Verse 1: Hark! the herald angels sing 

   glory to the newborn King! 

   Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

   God and sinners reconciled! 

   Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

   join the triumph of the skies; 

   with the angelic host proclaim 

   Christ is born in Bethlehem! 

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing 

glory to the newborn King! 

Verse 2: Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Son of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings 

Ris’n with healing in His wings 

Mild He lays His glory by Born that we no more may die 

Born to raise the ones of earth 

Born to give them second birth (Refrain) 

READING:                                   Luke 2:15-20 
To be seated. 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them, and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had 

been told them. 
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CAROL: O Come, All Ye Faithful 
To be sung. 

 

Verse 1: O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

   O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

   come, and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, 

   O come, let us adore him, 

   O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

Verse 2: Sing, choirs of angels, 

   Sing in exultation, 

   Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

   Glory to God, Glory in the highest. (Refrain) 

Verse 3:  See how the shepherds, 

summoned to his cradle, 

leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 

we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps 

READING:           Matthew 2:1-2, 7-12 
To be seated. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 

in the east and have come to pay him homage.” Then King Herod sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 

also go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, 

went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 

they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 

treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

 

Carol: We Three Kings of Orient Are 
To be sung. 

Verse 1: We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

   Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

 

Chorus: O, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright;  

   Westward leading, still 

proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

Verse 5: Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice; 

Heaven sings alleluia: alleluia the earth replies. (Chorus) 
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Thank you Pageant Cast! 

 

 

HOMILY:          The Rev. Annie Mertz 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       
All remain standing. 

 

THE PEACE                    BCP p. 360 
All stand. 

Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, AND TRANSITIONS 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin 

anew. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 

goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

                          
THE HOLY COMMUNION  
 

 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE             BCP p. 376 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: (A3 #44) Give Thanks 
To be sung. 
 

Verse: 1       Give thanks with a grateful heart 

                    Give thanks to the holy one 

                    Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his son (repeat) 

 

                    And now let the weak say, “I am strong” 

                    Let the poor say, “I am rich” 

                    Because of what the Lord has done for us!” (repeat) 

 

Ending:       Give thanks, give thanks, give thanks. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:         EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C 

 

SURSUM CORDA:           BCP p. 361 
The People remain standing. 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE                           BCP p. 370 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 

planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, 

and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and 

we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous 

Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open 

for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 

and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 

glory, in their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS: Mass Of Advent – Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts 
Celebrant and People 

 

Chorus: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
   Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 
CCLI Song # 7212661.  Dave Moore | ICEL | Lauren Moore.  © 2020 Catholic Music Initiative, Inc.; ICEL For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of 

Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com   CCLI License # 2426521 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/


8 

 

BCP p. 370 
The Celebrant continues 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 

now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 

Christ our Lord... 

…After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

 
BCP p. 370 
The Celebrant continues 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 

coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the 

grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the 

world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                  BCP p. 363 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD         

 

INVITATION  
The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

COMMUNION 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. The 

Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN: (Gather 332) Wait For the Lord 
The following is sung, all standing; Repeat 3 times.  

Refrain:  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

   Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart! 

COMMUNION HYMN: (H 56) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
The following is sung 

 

Verse 1: O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

Chorus: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Verse 2: O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 

who orderest all things mightily; 

to us the path of knowledge show, 

and teach us in her ways to go. (Chorus) 

 

Verse 3: O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 

   who to thy tribes on Sinai's height 

   in ancient times didst give the law, 

   in cloud, and majesty, and awe. (Chorus)  

 

 

Verse: 4:  O come, thou Branch of Jesse's tree, 

   free them from Satan's tyranny 

   that trust thy mighty power to save, 

   and give them victory o'er the grave. 

 
Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. To reproduce these words for any purpose, you must contact: Church Publishing Inc  

Copyrights and Permissions.  19 East 34th Street. New York, NY 10016.  1-212-779-3392 (fax).  (212) 592-6388 (Office)   

info@churchpublishing.org 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 

and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 

serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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BLESSING           BCP p. 366 
The Celebrant blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 

you for ever. Amen.      
 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN: (A3 #109) Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 
The following is sung, all standing  

 
Verse: Lord, I lift your name on high; 

Lord, I love to sing your praises. 

I’m so glad you’e in my life; 

I’m so glad you came to save us. 

  

You came from heaven to earth to show the way. 

From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay. 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 

Lord, I lift your name on high. 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
The Deacon or Celebrant will dismiss the people 

 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People: Thanks be to God.  
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Thank You For Your Pledges! 

We are grateful to everyone for your generous annual pledges, 

which play a vital role in supporting the mission and ministries of St. 

Paul's. 

There's still time to turn in your 2025 pledge! Blank cards are 

available in the back of the church. 

 

 

Let's Welcome Back the Healing Prayer Ministry!  
Healing prayer is offered at each service during communion to individuals 

who wish to have personalized, one-on-one prayer with a healing prayer 

minister. A healing prayer minister listens carefully and empathetically and 

prays with individuals about their specific concerns. Healing prayer ministers 

serve once a month at their preferred service. If you would like to be a part 

of this rewarding ministry, please contact me by email 

at deacon@stpaulsbenicia.org. I will be happy to meet with you individually 

to discuss how to pray with others and to practice this important skill. 

 

 

Community Meal Volunteer Online Signups 
If you would like to volunteer at the Community Meal on Mondays or Wednesdays, 

check our weekly Friday e-mail for a sign-up sheet - or contact the Parish Office 

at admin@stpaulsbenicia.org. Need to sign up for e-mails? Please contact the Parish 

Office. 

Please note that we need only one volunteer each day.  

Thank You! 
 
 

Coffee Hosts Needed  
It’s time to sign up for the New Year! We still need Coffee Hosts in January- 

Please remember that beginning There is a sign-up sheet to the left of the coffee 

pots under the Cross Wall in the Parish Hall. If you have any questions about 

what's required, there is an awesome reference guide in the binder next to the 

sign-up sheet or feel free to reach out to our Coffee Hour coordinators Barry & 

Sally Cunningham at bcunningsb@gmail.com.  

Sign up with a friend and kick off your Sunday with caffeine and fellowship. 

 

 

mailto:deacon@stpaulsbenicia.org
http://admin@stpaulsbenicia.org/
mailto:bcunningsb@gmail.com
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Holiday Concert: 

 
 

 

 

 

Morning Prayer Weekdays at 9 a.m. in Church and on Zoom  

Join Zoom meeting (Link in Weekly Announcements online) 
Meeting ID: 890 6264 3237  

Passcode: 355908  

One tap mobile +16699009128,,89062643237#,,,,*355908# US (San Jose)  

Dial by your location +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)  

Meeting ID: 890 6264 3237  

Passcode: 355908 
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Updated Holiday Schedules: 
  

Family Ministries: Please see the schedule below regarding changes to our Family Ministries 

programs through the holiday season 

  

  12/22 12/24 12/25 12/29 1/5 

Nursery 8:30-12:30 Closed Closed 9:00-11:30 8:30-12:30 

Godly Play Short Godly 

Play, then 

Pageant 

Prep in 

undercroft 

No Class No Class No Class 10:00-

10:45 

Bible Study  Short 

session, 

then 

Pageant 

Prep in 

undercroft 

No Class No Class No Class 10:00-

10:45 

Eucharist & Bible Study 

Wednesday 12/25 – Christmas Day 

10:00 am Eucharist is moved from side chapel to main church 

No Bible Study 

  

Wednesday 1/1 

No Eucharist 

No Bible study 

  

Morning Prayer 

Cancelled for Wednesday 12/25 – Christmas Day 

  

Coffee with the Rector: 

Cancelled for Thursday, 12/26 and 1/2 

  

Parish Office Hours: 

The parish office closes at NOON on 12/24 and will remain closed through 1/1. We look forward to 

seeing you in the new year! 

 

Community Meal: Cancelled for Wednesday 12/25 & Wednesday 1/1 

 

The deadline for submitting announcements is Wednesday at noon.  

Please e-mail information to: admin@stpaulsbenicia.org   
Office phone: (707) 745-0307  

 

NOTICE OF FILMING AND PHOTOGRAPHY 

When you enter a St. Paul’s Episcopal Church service or event, you enter an area where photography, audio, live streaming, and video 

recording may occur. 
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