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11:00 AM Worship for Sunday, December 1, 2024 

Eucharistic Prayer C       The Holy Eucharist Rite II 

First Sunday of Advent 

ENTRANCE HYMN: (A3 #18) Bind Us Together Lord 

All stand. 

 

Chorus:  Bind us together Lord,  

    bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 
Bind us together Lord, bind us together Lord, 

bind us together with love. 

 

Verse 1:  There is only one God.  

There is only one king. 

There is only one body that is why we sing. 

 

Verse 2:  We are the family of God.  

We are the promise divine. 

We are the chosen design.  

We are the glorious new wine. 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION        BCP p. 355 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People:  You come to your people and set them free. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY         BCP p. 355 
Let us pray in unison  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



2 

 

KYRIE: Mass of Advent 
The following is sung, all standing 
 

Chorus: Kyrie, eleison. Lord, have mercy. 

   Christe, eleison. Christ, have mercy. 

   Kyrie, eleison. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY       BCP p. 357 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor 

of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 

us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 

majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through 

him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

THE LESSONS 

 

 

FIRST READING:               Jeremiah 33:14-16 
The people sit. 

14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness 

in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And 

this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Silence may follow 
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PSALM:                  Psalm 25:1-9 
Remain seated. 

1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

 my God, I put my trust in you; * 

  let me not be humiliated, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 2Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

  let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

 3Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

  and teach me your paths. 

 4Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

  for you are the God of my salvation; 

  in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 5Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

  for they are from everlasting. 

 6Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

  remember me according to your love 

  and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

 7Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

  therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

 8He guides the humble in doing right * 

  and teaches his way to the lowly. 

 9All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 

  to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

SECOND READING:         1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Remain seated. 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our 

God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face 

to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 
12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 

just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness 

that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

with all his saints. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 
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GOSPEL HYMN: (Gather 332) Wait For the Lord 
The following is sung, all standing  

Refrain:  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

   Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart! 

GOSPEL:               Luke 21:25-36 

All stand 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will 

faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 

power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as 

they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 
31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is 

near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 

place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 
35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert 

at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will 

take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

POST-GOSPEL HYMN: (Gather 332) Wait For the Lord 
The following is sung, all standing  

Refrain:  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

   Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart! 

 

THE SERMON:                                 Judy Furlong 
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THE CREED                   BCP p. 358 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us 

and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       
All remain standing. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN        BCP p. 360 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Celebrant and People 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 

lives.  We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 

have created.  We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the 

evil done on our behalf.  Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus 

Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 
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THE PEACE                  BCP p. 360 
All stand. 

Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, AND TRANSITIONS 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as 

they begin anew. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen 

their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.   

 

 THE HOLY COMMUNION  

 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE    BCP p. 376 
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OFFERTORY HYMN: O’ Come to the Altar 

The following is sung 

Verse 1: Are you hurting and broken within 

   Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 

   Jesus is calling 

   Have you come to the end of yourself 

   Do you thirst for a drink from the well 

   Jesus is calling 

 

Chorus: O come to the altar 

   The Father’s arms are open wide 

   Forgiveness was bought with 

   The precious blood of Jesus Christ 

Verse 2:  Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 

   Come today there’s no reason to wait 

   Jesus is calling 

   Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 

   From the ashes a new life is born 

   Jesus is calling 

Bridge:  Oh what a Savior 

   Isn’t he wonderful 

   Sing alleluia Christ is risen 

   Bow down before him 

   For he is Lord of all 

   Sing alleluia Christ is risen 

Verse 3:  Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 

   Tell the world of the treasure you’ve found 

CCLI Song # 7051511.   Chris Brown | Mack Brock | Steven Furtick | Wade Joye 

© 2015 Music by Elevation Worship Publishing 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 2426521 

 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:    EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C 

 

http://www.ccli.com/
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SURSUM CORDA:         BCP p. 361 
The People remain standing. 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE                        BCP p. 370 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 

suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 

memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against 

you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 

your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 

woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 

and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS: Mass Of Advent – Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of 

Hosts 
Celebrant and People 
 

Chorus: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 

   Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 
 
CCLI Song # 7212661.  Dave Moore | ICEL | Lauren Moore.  © 2020 Catholic Music Initiative, Inc.; ICEL 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com   CCLI License # 2426521 

 

BCP p. 370 
The Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 

the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord... 

…After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

 

BCP p. 370 
The Celebrant continues 

 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. 

Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 

strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion 

make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his 

name. 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 

from generation to generation. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER               BCP p. 363 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

         

INVITATION  
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

COMMUNION 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to 

the people. 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN: (H 56) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
The following is sung 

 

Verse 1: O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

   and ransom captive Israel, 

   that mourns in lonely exile here 

   until the Son of God appear. 

 

Chorus: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

   shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Verse 2: O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 

   who orderest all things mightily; 

   to us the path of knowledge show, 

   and teach us in her ways to go. 

 

Chorus: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

   shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Verse 3: O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 

   who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

   in ancient times didst give the law, 

   in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

 

Chorus: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

   shall come to thee, O Israel! 
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COMMUNION HYMN: (Gather #328) My Soul in Stillness Waits 
The following is sung 

Refrain: For you, O lord, my soul in stillness waits.  

   Truly my hope is in you. 
 

Verse 1: O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory 

   your radiance shines in all who look to you. 

   Come light the hearts of all in dark and shadow. 
 

Verse 2: O spring of joy, rain down upon our spirits.  

   Our thirsty hearts are yearning for your word.  

   Come, make us whole; be comfort to our hearts. 

 

Verse 3: O root of life, implant your seed within us,  

   and in your advent draw us all to you,  

   our hope reborn in dying and in rising. 

 

Verse 4: O key of knowledge, guide us in our pilgrimage,  

   We ever seek, yet unfulfilled remain.  

   Open to us the pathway of your peace. 

 

Verse 5: Come, let us bow before the God who made us.  

   Let every heart be opened to the Lord,  

   for we are all the people of his hand. 

 

Verse 6: Here we shall meet the makers of the heavens,  

   creator of the mountains and the seas,  

   Lord of the stars and present to us now. 

 
Words and Music by Martin Haugen (Psalm 93) Copyright 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. Used with permission under OCP 

license.  #3011928. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
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us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 

heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

BLESSING           BCP p. 366 
The Celebrant blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 

and remain with you for ever. Amen.      
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: (H 344) Soon and Very Soon 
The following is sung, all standing  

 

Verse 1 Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King! 

 

Verse 2:  No more crying there, we are going to see the King! 

No more crying there, we are going to see the King! 

No more crying there, we are going to see the King! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King! 

 

Verse 3: No more dying there, we are going to see the King! 

   No more dying there, we are going to see the King! 

   No more dying there, we are going to see the King! 

   Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King! 

 

Verse 4: Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

   Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

   Soon and very soon we are going to see the King! 

   Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King! 

   Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

DISMISSAL 
The Deacon or Celebrant will dismiss the people 

 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People: Thanks be to God.  
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Sierra Service Project: Chili Dinner Fundraiser 
Brrrr!! Winter is rolling in and that means that the 

Benicia Holiday Open House & Tree Lighting is 

just around the corner!  And with that, our annual St. 

Paul's Sierra Service Project chili dinner 

fundraiser!  The youth will be serving chili, cornbread 

and salad at the dinner on Friday, December 6th 

from 5:30pm to 7:30pm. 

     Tickets will be sold after Sunday services in the 

Parish Hall beginning this Sunday.  Adults are $20, 

youth are $15 and kids 5 and under are free!!  Come 

join us, support our youth mission program and then 

head out to First Street for the festivities!! 

Thank You For Your Pledges! 
 

We are grateful to everyone for your generous annual 

pledges, which play a vital role in supporting the 

mission and ministries of St. Paul's. 

There's still time to turn in your 2025 pledge! Blank 

cards are available in the back of the church. 
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Let's Welcome Back the Healing Prayer 

Ministry!  

 
Healing prayer is offered at each service during 

communion to individuals who wish to have 

personalized, one-on-one prayer with a healing prayer 

minister. A healing prayer minister listens carefully and 

empathetically and prays with individuals about their 

specific concerns. Healing prayer ministers serve 

once a month at their preferred service. If you would 

like to be a part of this rewarding ministry, please 

contact me by email at deacon@stpaulsbenicia.org. I 

will be happy to meet with you individually to discuss how to pray with others and to 

practice this important skill. 

 

Youth Bible Study (11 – 18 yrs.) 
Sundays 10:00am 

We are SO EXCITED to announce the launch of 

"Youth Bible Study" on Sunday November 3rd! If 

you have a child or know a child between the ages 

of 11-18 years old, who you think would be 

interested in eating donuts and discussing the 

Bible, please bring them to the undercroft on 

Sunday at 10:00am!  There is NO registration 

required. Your preteen or teen can drop in any 

Sunday and talk about the Word with one of our 

rotating clergy members who will be leading Bible study!  Bibles and donuts provided! 

 

Coffee Hosts Needed  
We still need volunteers to sign up to be Coffee Hour hosts in 

November & December. Please remember that beginning There is a 

sign-up sheet to the left of the coffee pots under the Cross Wall in 

the Parish Hall. If you have any questions about what's required, 

there is an awesome reference guide in the binder next to the sign-

up sheet or feel free to reach out to our Coffee Hour coordinators 

Barry & Sally Cunningham at bcunningsb@gmail.com.  

Sign up with a friend and kick off your Sunday with caffeine and fellowship. 

 

 

mailto:deacon@stpaulsbenicia.org
mailto:bcunningsb@gmail.com
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Longest Night (or "Blue Christmas") 
Friday, December 20 

7:00 PM 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 120 West J. Street 

Not everyone is up and cheery for the Christmas holidays. 

Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life after divorce 

or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer 

or some other dis-ease that puts a question mark over the 

future, and a number of other human situations make parties 

and joviality painful for many people in our congregations and 

communities. All are welcome at this quiet gathering of 

prayer, music, and contemplation that makes room for all our 

sorrows in the midst of this busy season.  

Prayer Shawls Needed: 
ATTENTION St. Paul's Knitters and Crocheters.  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is in need of shawls. The knitters and 

crocheters of St. Paul's have always been responsive and have 

created dozens of shawls, but our supply is low, and the need is 

always there. If you are interested in joining us, please let me know. 

This Ministry requires no meeting or deadlines for finishing what 

you choose to knit or crochet. For patterns, instructions and more 

information please feel free to contact me at jeanneabrown@gmail.com. 

There will be a short meeting in the St. Paul’s Rectory on Nov. 24 between the 

services. Please come and get more information and ideas for this rewarding 

Ministry. 

Morning Prayer Weekdays at 9 a.m. in Church and on 

Zoom  

Join Zoom meeting (Link in Weekly Announcements online) 
Meeting ID: 890 6264 3237  

Passcode: 355908  

One tap mobile +16699009128,,89062643237#,,,,*355908# US (San Jose)  

Dial by your location +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)  

Meeting ID: 890 6264 3237  

Passcode: 355908 
The deadline for submitting announcements is Wednesday at noon.  

Please e-mail information to: admin@stpaulsbenicia.org   
Office phone: (707) 745-0307  

 

NOTICE OF FILMING AND PHOTOGRAPHY 

When you enter a St. Paul’s Episcopal Church service or event, you enter an area where photography, audio, live streaming, and video 

recording may occur. 

mailto:jeanneabrown@gmail.com
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