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11:00 AM Worship for Sunday, November 24, 2024 

Eucharistic Prayer A       The Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King 

ENTRANCE HYMN: (H 400) All Creatures of Our God and King 

All stand. 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION        BCP p. 355 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: most holy glorious, and undivided Trinity. 

People:  And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen 

 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY         BCP p. 355 
Let us pray in unison  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE: (A3 #54) He Is Exalted 
The following is sung, all standing 

 

Verse 1: He is exalted, the King is exalted on high 

I will praise him. 

He is exalted, forever exalted 

And I will praise his name! 

 

Refrain: He is the Lord; 

Forever his truth shall reign. 

Heaven and Earth 

Rejoice in his holy name. 

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY       BCP p. 357 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved 

Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, 

divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most 

gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS 

 

FIRST READING:                2 Samuel 23:1-7 
The people sit. 

1Now these are the last words of David:  

 The oracle of David, son of Jesse, 

  the oracle of the man whom God exalted, 

 the anointed of the God of Jacob, 

  the favorite of the Strong One of Israel: 

 

 2The spirit of the LORD speaks through me, 

  his word is upon my tongue. 

 3The God of Israel has spoken, 

  the Rock of Israel has said to me: 

 One who rules over people justly, 

  ruling in the fear of God, 

 4is like the light of morning, 

  like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, 

  gleaming from the rain on the grassy land. 

 

 5Is not my house like this with God? 

  For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, 

  ordered in all things and secure. 

 Will he not cause to prosper 

  all my help and my desire? 

 6But the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away; 

  for they cannot be picked up with the hand; 

 7to touch them one uses an iron bar 

  or the shaft of a spear. 

  And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Silence may follow 

 

PSALM:           132:1-13 [14-19] 
Remain seated. 
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1LORD, remember David, * 

  and all the hardships he endured; 

 2How he swore an oath to the LORD * 

  and vowed a vow to the Mighty One of Jacob: 

 3“I will not come under the roof of my house, * 

  nor climb up into my bed; 

 4I will not allow my eyes to sleep, * 

  nor let my eyelids slumber; 

 5Until I find a place for the LORD, * 

  a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 

 6“The ark! We heard it was in Ephratah; * 

  we found it in the fields of Jearim. 

 7Let us go to God’s dwelling place; * 

  let us fall upon our knees before his footstool.” 

 8Arise, O LORD, into your resting-place, * 

  you and the ark of your strength. 

 9Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; * 

  let your faithful people sing with joy. 

 10For your servant David’s sake, * 

  do not turn away the face of your Anointed. 

 11The LORD has sworn an oath to David; * 

  in truth, he will not break it: 

 12“A son, the fruit of your body * 

  will I set upon your throne. 

 13If your children keep my covenant 

 and my testimonies that I shall teach them, * 

  their children will sit upon your throne for evermore.” 

 14For the LORD has chosen Zion; * 

  he has desired her for his habitation: 

 15“This shall be my resting-place for ever; * 

  here will I dwell, for I delight in her. 

 16I will surely bless her provisions, * 

  and satisfy her poor with bread. 

 17I will clothe her priests with salvation, * 

  and her faithful people will rejoice and sing. 

 18There will I make the horn of David flourish; * 

  I have prepared a lamp for my Anointed. 

 19As for his enemies, I will clothe them with shame; * 

        but as for him, his crown will shine.” 
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SECOND READING:          Revelation 1:4b-8 
Remain seated. 
4bGrace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from 

the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 

the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen.  7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those 

who pierced him;  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. 

Amen. 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Silence may follow. 

GOSPEL HYMN: (Gather 258) Celtic Alleluia (Refrain) 
The following is sung, all standing  

To be repeated in the Post-Gospel Hymn 
Refrain: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL:               Mark 13:1-8 

All stand 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

33Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you 

the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others 

tell you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the 

chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, 

“My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers 

would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 

kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, 

“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 

testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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POST-GOSPEL HYMN: (Gather 258) Celtic Alleluia 
The following is sung, all standing  
Refrain: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

THE SERMON:                         The Rev. Annie Mertz  

 

THE CREED                   BCP p. 358 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us 

and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       
All remain standing. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN        BCP p. 360 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE                  BCP p. 360 
All stand. 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, AND TRANSITIONS 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as 

they begin anew. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen 

their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.   

 THE HOLY COMMUNION 

  

OFFERTORY SENTENCE    BCP p. 376 
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OFFERTORY HYMN: My First Thanksgiving Song (Cameron 

DePalma) 

The following is sung 
 

Verse: Singers sing about the things they know 

   Holidays, we bring the ho-ho-ho 

   So help me understand where we went wrong 

   For some reason, no Thanksgiving song 

 

   All you do is reach down in your soul 

   Bang the table if your mouth is full 

   Everybody else, please sing along 

   Help me sing my first thanksgiving song 

 

   Thank you for the chance to be alive 

   We lift our voices up into the sky 

   Thank you for the sun and for the stars 

   Shining down no matter where you are 

 

   Watch our new song zooming up the charts 

   This is how a new tradition starts 

   If gratitude’s the reason,  

   We’ll belt it out this season 

   ‘Cause we’re gonna fill our bellies and our hearts 

   We’re gonna fill our bellies and our hearts 

 

   All you do is reach down in your soul 

   Bang the table if your mouth is full 

   Everybody else, please sing along 

   Help me sing my first Thanksgiving song 

   Help me sing my first Thanksgiving song 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:    EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
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SURSUM CORDA: (S 120) Lift Up Your Hearts       
The People remain standing. 

 

 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE                BCP p. 367 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth… 

…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 

the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 

Name: 

 

BCP p. 362 
The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 

us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all… 

…After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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BCP p. 363 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 

gifts… 

…All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 

ever. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER               BCP p. 363 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

         

FRACTION ANTHEM:  (S 154) Christ Our Passover  
Celebrant and People 
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INVITATION  
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

COMMUNION 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to 

the people. 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: (A3 #201) Eat This Bread 
The following is sung 

Refrain: Eat this bread, drink this cup, 

come to me and never be hungry. 

Eat this bread, drink this cup, 

trust in me and you will not thirst. 

 
Text: John 6, adapt. By Robert J. Batastini and the Taize Community; Music: Jacques Berthier, copyright 1984, Les 

Presses de Taize, GIA Publications; From Gather, copyright 1985, GIA Publications, Inc. Used with permission under 

OneLicense.net License #9182.  
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COMMUNION HYMN: (A3 #67) How Great Thou Art  
The following is sung 
Verse 1: O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed. 

 

Refrain: Then sings my soul, my savior God, to thee; 

How great thou art, how great thou art! 

 

Verse 2: When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze. 

 

Verse 3: And when I think that God, his son not sparing, 

Send him to die, I scarce can take it in; 

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my sin. 

 

 Verse 4: When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation, 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 

And there proclaim, my God, how great thou art! 

  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 

us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 

heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

BLESSING           BCP p. 366 
The Celebrant blesses the people, saying 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 

and remain with you for ever. Amen.      
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RECESSIONAL HYMN: (A3 163) The King of Glory Comes  
The following is sung, all standing  

Chorus: The king of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 

Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 

 

Verse 1: Who is the king of glory; how shall we call him? 

He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. (Chorus) 

 

Verse 2: In all of Galilee, in city or village, 

He goes among his people curing their illness. (Chorus) 

 

Verse 3: Sing then of David’s son, our savior and brother, 

In all of Galilee was never another. (Chorus) 

 

Verse 4: He gave his life for us, the lamb of salvation. 

He took upon himself the sins of the nation. (Chorus) 

 

Verse 5:  He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen, 

And he will share with us his heavenly vision. (Chorus) 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
The Deacon or Celebrant will dismiss the people 

 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People: Thanks be to God.  
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Wanted: Community Meal Donations- 

Frozen Turkeys & Fresh Pies 

Would you like to make a HUGE impact on 

someone’s Thanksgiving? If so, our amazing 

Community Meal team is in need of frozen 

turkeys and fresh pies! The Community Meal 

Thanksgiving dinner will be on Wednesday, 

November 27th. 

 

Frozen Turkeys: Please deliver the frozen 

turkeys to the kitchen on the weekend before 

Thanksgiving (11/23  11/24) 
Pies: Please deliver on 11/26 - 11/27 to the 

Parish Hall. 

 

Thank You For Your Pledges! 
 

We are grateful to everyone for your generous annual 

pledges, which play a vital role in supporting the 

mission and ministries of St. Paul's. 

There's still time to turn in your 2025 pledge! Blank 

cards are available in the back of the church. 
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Interfaith Service 

 
Tuesday, November 26, 2024 at 7:30 pm. 

This year, the Interfaith Thanksgiving service will be held at B’nai Israel of Vallejo, 1256 

Nebraska St. 

 

11/27: Wednesday Eucharist & Bible Study Cancelled  

 
Eucharist & Bible Study on Wednesday has been cancelled due to the 

holiday. 
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Sierra Service Project: Chili Dinner Fundraiser 

 
Brrrr!! Winter is rolling in and that means that the 

Benicia Holiday Open House & Tree Lighting is 

just around the corner!  And with that, our annual 

St. Paul's Sierra Service Project chili dinner 

fundraiser!  The youth will be serving chili, 

cornbread and salad at the dinner on Friday, 

December 6th from 5:30pm to 7:30pm. 

     Tickets will be sold after Sunday services in 

the Parish Hall beginning this Sunday.  Adults 

are $20, youth are $15 and kids 5 and under are 

free!!  Come join us, support our youth mission 

program and then head out to First Street for the 

festivities!! 

 

Youth Bible Study (11 – 18 yrs.) 
Sundays 10:00am 

  

We are SO EXCITED to announce the launch of 

"Youth Bible Study" on Sunday November 3rd! If 

you have a child or know a child between the 

ages of 11-18 years old, who you think would be 

interested in eating donuts and discussing the 

Bible, please bring them to the undercroft on 

Sunday at 10:00am!  There is NO registration required. Your preteen or teen can drop 

in any Sunday and talk about the Word with one of our rotating clergy members 

who will be leading Bible study!  Bibles and donuts provided! 

 

Coffee Hosts Needed  
We still need volunteers to sign up to be Coffee Hour hosts in 

December! 

There is a sign-up sheet to the left of the coffee pots under the Cross 

Wall in the Parish Hall. If you have any questions about what's 

required, there is an awesome reference guide in the binder next to 

the sign-up sheet or feel free to reach out to our Coffee Hour 

coordinators Barry & Sally Cunningham at bcunningsb@gmail.com. 

Sign up with a friend and kick off your Sunday with caffeine and fellowship! 

 

mailto:bcunningsb@gmail.com
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Longest Night (or "Blue Christmas") 
Friday, December 20 

7:00 PM 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 120 West J. Street 
  

Not everyone is up and cheery for the Christmas 

holidays. Dealing with the death of a loved one, 

facing life after divorce or separation, coping with 

the loss of a job, living with cancer or some other 

dis-ease that puts a question mark over the future, 

and a number of other human situations make 

parties and joviality painful for many people in our 

congregations and communities. All are welcome at 

this quiet gathering of prayer, music, and 

contemplation that makes room for all our sorrows in the midst of this busy season.  

 

Food from the Bar Results:   
 

This year’s fundraising drive for The Food Bank of Contra Costa 

and Solano was incredibly successful, bringing in a total of 

$70,638!  Partly this was due to a $25,000 matching grant.  Partly it 

was due to people from St. Paul’s donating $2,753!  The money 

raised will provide 141,276 nutritious meals for food insecure 

people in our counties.  Thanks to everyone who contributed.   

 

Barbara Jewell 

Prayer Shawls Needed: 
ATTENTION St. Paul's Knitters and Crocheters.  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is in need of shawls. The knitters and 

crocheters of St. Paul's have always been responsive and have 

created dozens of shawls, but our supply is low, and the need is 

always there. If you are interested in joining us, please let me know. 

This Ministry requires no meeting or deadlines for finishing what 

you choose to knit or crochet. For patterns, instructions and more 

information please feel free to contact me at jeanneabrown@gmail.com. 

There will be a short meeting in the St. Paul’s Rectory on Nov. 24 between the 

services. Please come and get more information and ideas for this rewarding 

Ministry. 

 

 

mailto:jeanneabrown@gmail.com
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Morning Prayer Weekdays at 9 a.m. in Church and on 

Zoom  

Join Zoom meeting (Link in Weekly Announcements online) 
Meeting ID: 890 6264 3237  

Passcode: 355908  

One tap mobile +16699009128,,89062643237#,,,,*355908# US (San Jose)  

Dial by your location +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)  

Meeting ID: 890 6264 3237  

Passcode: 355908 
The deadline for submitting announcements is Wednesday at noon.  

Please e-mail information to: admin@stpaulsbenicia.org   
Office phone: (707) 745-0307  

 

NOTICE OF FILMING AND PHOTOGRAPHY 

When you enter a St. Paul’s Episcopal Church service or event, you enter an area where photography, audio, live streaming, and video 

recording may occur. 
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